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extend their understanding. A more 
comprehensive knowledge of the world  increases 
the ‘what and where’ with which students are 
familiar. If, as Andrews (2012) suggests, tapping 
into just a small amount of place familiarity 
can facilitate geographical learning, how much 
more could be achieved by deeper locational 
knowledge?

Conclusions
Clearly, improving students’ global locational 
knowledge contributes to a deeper understanding 
of geographical concepts. It can also help develop 
a broader mind-set, encouraging empathy and 
the capacity to think critically about globally 
significant debates. Such knowledge, termed 
‘powerful’ by Morgan and Lambert (2005), has 
the potential to consolidate an appreciation of 

our own position as citizens of planet Earth. In 
essence, a secure world view lays the foundation 
for perspective-widening knowledge, challenging 
students to consider differing perspectives on 
geographical topics.

How can we encourage greater development of 
this vital form of knowledge? Atlas work forms an 
important part of my teaching, though this rarely 
extends beyond locating specific countries/cities/
areas of study, focusing on little more than where 
this place is and what are its neighbours. Widening 
the scope of these activities, both in breadth and 
frequency, is necessary in order to build students’ 
locational knowledge stores. Knowledge of 
countries and continents is not merely a student’s, 
or teacher’s, ‘party trick’: it is vital to make 
students aware of their role as global citizens and 
bridge the content/concept divide.  |  TG
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DVDs

Urbanisation and megacities: Mumbai 
30 mins | £42.49 (+VAT) GA members (£51.66 
(+VAT) non-members) | ISBN: 978-1-84377-454-9

Inside Dharavi: Life in India’s largest slum  
30 mins | £42.49 (+VAT) GA members (£51.66 
(+VAT) non-members) | ISBN: 978-1-84377-455-6

Mumbai: Managing a Megacity   
30 mins | £42.49 (+VAT) GA members (£51.66 
(+VAT) non-members) | ISBN: 978-1-84377-456-3

Mumbai’s slum redevelopment challenge 
15 mins | £34.99 (+VAT) GA members (£42.99 
(+VAT) non-members) | ISBN: 978-1-84377-457-0

Pumpkin Interactive

This series of DVDs are a ‘must have’ for any 
department using Mumbai for GCSE or A level 
case studies. 

The documentaries are easy to watch and  
simple to follow. Whilst aimed at students from 
year 7 to year 13, I found that they are most 
beneficial for my GCSE geographers. The DVD 
series provides an up-to-date look at the city 
of Mumbai, its development, challenges and 
management. 

The series is in four DVDs: 

•	 Urbanisation and megacities: Mumbai 

•	 Inside Dharavi: Life in India’s largest slum 

•	 Mumbai: Managing a megacity 

•	 Mumbai’s slum redevelopment challenge 

At around 30 minutes long the documentaries can 
be used as standalone lessons or (as I will be using 
them) embedded into a longer scheme of learning.

In addition to the documentary, each DVD is 
accompanied by a series of resources that guide 
students and teachers through the Mumbai case 
study. Just some of the resources included are: key 
word definitions, numeracy activities, photograph 
analysis and 8/9 mark question practice. All of 
these titles come with student guidance and 
relevant mark schemes suitable for the Edexcel, 
Eduqas, OCR and AQA specifications. 

Overall, this is an extremely useful DVD series  
that teachers can use to complement their 
teaching on Mumbai. 
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